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THE CREATIVE WORLD OF PEWTER; FROM ITS HUMBLE
BEGINNINGS TO BECOMING A MUST-HAVE ACCESSORY.




FAVOURED FOR ITS shine and smoath
surface, pewter tableware and decoratives
have been usad in homes for centuries.

Being a soft metal alloy, traditionally
between 85 and 99% tin, with the remain-
der consistng of 1 to 15% copper which
acts as a hardener - with the addition of
lead for lower grades of pewtar which have
a bluish tint [wwwowikipedia.orgl — pewler
has enjoyed a long history dating as far
back as 1500 B.C. (www.associatedcon-
tent.comyj.

However by the mid-1700s the health
hazards and tarnishing drawbacks of
leaded pewter lead to the popularity of
Britannia or “white" metal, a non-leaded
form of pewier.

“The old pawter, due to its kead content,
took on a dull greyish appearance and was
undesirable as food containers, but the
glowing sheen, lusire and sirength of the
lead-free Britannia metal quickly gained
popularity. Tin, which is the fourth most
important precicus metal after platinum,
gold and siver, renders pewler comosion-
resistant, is ductible and prevenis asces-
sive oxidation in casling processes.” says
Michesé Stuurman of Canrol Boves.
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As pewter has a low melting point and
the property of expanding on cooling, it
allows for fine definition and has recenily
been made fashionable again by design-
ers such as Art of Pewter, Carmol Boyes,

Diana Carmichael and Nicolson Russell,
who use this matal alloy in many of their
finely detailed pieces.

According o Isabelle Laws, sales and

marketing manager of Diana Carnmichael
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Artworks, pewter tems are foday enjoying
an enormous revival, bolh consumer and
craftsman have discoverad the glowing
beauty and practical function of fine pesster.

Driginally, pewter items where made by
one of two methods — the metal was aither
hammersd or il was cast. Later anothar
method of producing pewter amerged,
called spinning. This is the art of shaping
the vassel in a moukd on a wheel by putting
pressure from a blunt ool 1o the pawlar,
with the softness of the pewter allowing it
io be shaped the way the designer wishes
by applying pressure where neaded. This
metnad 15 stll usad by many mage manu-

facturars and skilled craftsmen today
[wiww sciancaray.com), although compa
nies such as Diana Camichael choose to
hand-pour pewter instaad. The company
algo combings differant matenals such as
Swarovski crystals, glass, springbok homs
and African rosewood with pewier, “The
warmth of wood for instance, balances
the coldness of the pewler melal while

STYLE

celebrating the richness of Afrca's natural
resources,” notes Isabelle.

Damiano Sadie of Art of Pewler
suggests that one should always ook out
for pewter that containg at least 92% tin.
“Another thing to look out for is a mark or
symicl engraved on the product, as most
of the reputable manufacturers want chants
to know thal ths s ther creation and il
i alzo used to lesson the forgery of the
pieces,” he adds. Michele also suggests
using white metal 90-grade pewter tems if
usad as food containers. Industry spacial-

5A Home Owner | FEBRUARY 2009 | 219

Caned Dorpis



isis also nole that a very significant aspect
o book out for is good craftsmanship, the
finishes of the product and the quality of
pohshing,

In terms of maintenance and ansuring
thie longewity of your pewter artefacis, most
experts suggest adhenng 1o some basic
guidelines when cleaning and staring tham.
Emma Russell of Micolson Bussell says:
"The best way 10 maintain pewter pieces
i5 1o siorg therm away from damp and n a
non-scratch area.” Ideally they should aleo
be wrapped in a cofton cloth. Although
pewter loocks ke siver, it does not tarnish
as easily. Isabelle also notes that pewler
generally has a pobshad, satin or antique
finish and should be washed in hot soapy
water and dried with a soft clean cloth.
Allough pawler reéquires minimum carg
o keep it in its original state, if neglected
it will take on a patina, but cleaning as
indicated above will restore its glow. Also,
finger marks can be easdly removed with
mentholated spirits if necessary,

"Mever use a dishwaszher, and when
drying your pieces, rub in one direction
only. For thosae who preler a shiny polished
appearance, use a recommaeanded matal
polish. But the patina on pawter, aspa-
cially anlique pieces, is highly treasured by
collactors,” adds Michela,

Pewter has a glowing beauty that
assures ils place as a desirable metal 1o
enhance home decor and if cared for prop-
erly, your pewler ilems will [ast ior genera-
tions. @

With thanks to Art of Pewter, Camol Boyes,
Diana Carmichas Artworks, Micolson Russell,
wrerw.associaledoontent.com,
whww.scienceray.com and www.wikipedia.ong
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